Waterfront City – Summer of 2006

Public presentation July 20th 2006, 11:30am- 1:30pm

Borough Hall, Brooklyn

Hosted by Brooklyn Greenway Initiative 
Waterfront City is a third in series of off-site Urban Design Studios for The Washington University in St. Louis conducted in New York City during June and July, utilizing a ‘research by design’ methodology to engage students, faculty, and site partners, incorporating critical discourses surrounding the negotiation and design of ‘land, water and infrastructure’ in the urban context.  
The 2006 studio focuses on Brooklyn’s rapidly developing East River waterfront, with an emphasis on areas from Greenpoint-Williamsburg south to Red Hook and the Gowanus.  Currently a number of proposals are at various stages of development on New York City waterfronts, from new housing, to industrial retention, to new park space and access to the river.  Since June 2006, the studio has met with public and community groups and worked with the Brooklyn Greenway Initiative as the studio’s ‘client’ partner, addressing their intention to establish a continuous path of public access along the Brooklyn waterfront.  

The design studio’s teaching methodology incorporates a team of consultants with experience in urban design & planning, architecture & landscape architecture and environmental lighting design, as well as engagement of “clients and general public” to challenge and develop the students’ individual responses to an urban context. Relationships of ecology, economy, and society are examined through the reconfiguration and manipulation of physical form, program and engagement of private and public spaces.  From the consideration of natural ecologies and economic trends to the regulation of density and urban form or the negotiation of the history and culture of a place, Waterfront City aims to challenge the potential impact of urban design on New York’s urban landscape as the city and the region face on-going transformations.

Faculty:

Moji Baratloo – Architect - Adjunct Associate Professor of Architecture and Urban Design, Columbia University

Justin Moore  - Urban Designer, Department of City Planning, Brooklyn Borough
Andy Moore - Landscape Architect - Partner, Quennell Rothschild
Linnaea Tillett – Lighting Designer - Partner, Tillett Lighting
Dan D’Oca -  Urban Planner - Partner, Interboro
