
EXISTING CONDITIONS
--  Land Use
--  Zoning
--  Topography
--  Transportation and Traffi c
--  City-Owned Land
--  Waterfront Uses
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--  General Population
--  Poverty
--  Youth Population
--  Senior Population
--  Car Ownership
--  How People Get to Work
--  Working Cyclists

This chapter reviews the current conditions in Sunset Park that help inform 
the Greenway planning process.  They include the neighborhood’s physical 
conditions such as land use and existing transportation networks as well 
as demographic features of the residential population.  Larger versions of 
the maps that illustrate these conditions appear in the appendix of this 
report.  



Industry and residential uses often co-exist on a single 
block, particularly in the 30’s.

LAND USE

Sunset Park has a very distinct land use pattern.  The areas 
east of Third Avenue (along which the elevated Gowanus Ex-
pressway runs) are predominantly residential with commercial 
uses concentrated along Fifth Avenue.  The waterfront area 
west of Third Avenue is predominantly industrial and utility-ori-
ented in nature with a few large commercial land uses such as 
Costco.  However, new pockets of retail uses are appearing on 
Third and Fourth Avenues, catering to the expanding residen-
tial and daytime employee population in the area.
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See full-size map on page 55. 




